
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH 

Swift Current, SK 

Sunday, June 19, 2022 
 

Indigenous Day of Prayer 
 

Leading Worship: Rev. Annette Taylor 

Music Director: James McLauchlan 

Reader: Jim Pratt 

 
GATHERING 

 

Moment for Reflection   

 “O Great Spirit, whose voice I hear in the winds,  

 and whose breath gives life to all the world, hear me!  

 I am small and weak, I need your strength and wisdom.”

  — from a Traditional Native American Prayer 

Welcome, Land Acknowledgement & Announcements 

   

Lighting the Christ Candle 
   

Gathering Hymn:  VU #388  Spirit Dancing (vs. 1, 5, 6) 

     (please remain seated)  

 

Call to Worship  
ONE: Our Creator is the Holy Mystery 

  that pulses through all life. 

ALL: The great heart that beats within us  

 like the beat of a drum. 

ONE: With all creation,  

 we gather in the presence of the Sacred 

 to sing and offer praise. 

ALL: We come to receive the stories and 

  remember our ancestors in faith. 
ONE: We come to pray and to listen 

 with hearts and minds as one. 

ALL: Let us be mindful  

 of the presence of God. 
     Adapted from: Teresa Burnett-Cole , Gathering Pentecost 1 2022,  

   page 32-33.  
 

 

Worship Schedule  
 

Jun 26 Pride Sunday - Affirming Ministry  

Jul 3 No Service 

Jul 10 4
th

 after Pentecost - Rev. Annette Taylor 

Jul 17 5
th

 after Pentecost - Rev. Annette Taylor 
  ________________________________________ 

 

Prayer Cycles   

 Ministerial 

  Christ the Redeemer Parish 

 Living Skies Regional Council 

  Glenavon , Moffat  

  Shamrock 

 

Mourning & Honouring Alberta Billy 

Alberta Billy, the We Wai Kai Elder 
who in 1985 demanded that The 
United Church of Canada 
apologize for its role in 
colonization and the loss of 
Indigenous languages, culture, 
and spirituality, passed away on 
June 13, 2022. 
 
The Moderator and the General 
Secretary offer their deep 
condolences to Alberta’s husband 
Dan, their family, and their 
community. 
 
Alberta’s actions and words on 

behalf of the Native Ministries Council at the November 1985 
meeting of the General Council Executive both shocked and 
reverberated with those present, and ultimately led to the 
church’s first Apology to Indigenous Peoples at the 31st 
General Council in August 1986. In 2016, Alberta, 
accompanied by one of her grandchildren, was present to mark 
the 30th anniversary of the Apology in Sudbury.     
(see back of bulletin) 

Photo Credit: Kelly Buehler 

https://united-church.ca/social-action/justice-initiatives/reconciliation-and-indigenous-justice/apologies


 

Opening Hymn:  VU #652  Be Still My Soul 
      (please stand as you are able) 

 

Opening Prayer  & Jesus’ Prayer 
ONE:  Great Spirit, here we are gathered before you. 

 Come to us with the power of the East. 

ALL:  We thank you for the gift of the rising sun.   

 May it light our path  

 that we may journey in a good way. 

ONE:  Come to us with the power of the South. 

ALL:  We thank you for the warm and gentle breezes. 

 Warm not only our bodies, but our hearts too. 

ONE:  Come to us with the power of the West. 

ALL:  We thank you for the beautiful setting sun. 

 May we move in beauty all the days of our lives. 

ONE:  Come to us with the power of the North. 

ALL:  We thank you for your presence  

 when times are hard.   

 May we remember we are never alone. 

ONE:  Come to us with the power of the heavens. 

ALL:  We raise our spirits to you   

 like the hands of a child reach to a parent. 

 Keep our minds focused on the good and kind. 

ONE:  Come to us with the power of the earth. 

ALL:  All we have comes from her goodness. 

 Teach us to move gently and respect her. 

ONE: May our hearts be open and listening for your word.   
Adapted from: Teresa Burnett-Cole, Gathering Pentecost 1 2022, pg. 33. 

 
 

WORD 
 

Community Learning Time   -   Melanie Davis (on video) 

 

Hymn:  MV #92   Like a Rock           

 

Scripture: 1 Kings 19:1-15a                    
  ONE:  We read this text so that in it   

    we may find wisdom for life. 

  ALL:  May we be open to the Wisdom       

    we understand and hear. 

  

 Reflection:   A Gentle Whisper 

 

Choral Offering:  As the Deer Pants for the Water 

 (based on Psalm 42) ‒ Martin Nystrom 

 

 

RESPONSE 

 

Minute for Mission:  Knowledge for Life: Habtamu’s Story 

 

Offering Invitation 

 

Prayer of Dedication 

 Ground of our Being, 

 you have blessed our lives in so many ways. 

 You have been our strength every step of every day. 

 With every gift you have blessed us, 

 so now our every gift we offer to you.  Amen. 
 Adapted from: Carman McClelland, Gathering Pentecost 1 2022,  

 page 48. 

 

Prayers of the People 
  

Closing Hymn:  MV 150  Spirit God, Be Our Breath      

        (please stand as you are able) 

 

Commissioning & Benediction 
  

Choral Closing:  VU 382  Breathe on Me, Breath of God 

      (verses 1 & 3)    

____________________________ 

 

 

Lectionary Readings for June 26, 2022    

  2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14     

 Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 

 Galatians 5:1,13-25  

 Luke 9:51-62 

   

 

 



 
    
(Alberta Billy – continued from previous page) 

These actions began a process of deep change in the United 
Church. Moderator Richard Bott notes that “the whole of the 
church is deeply indebted to Alberta Billy for what she  
demanded of us and called us to do. We could not be the  
church we strive to be without her.” 
 
Alberta, a long-time advocate of reconciliation, reminded  
those present at the 30th Anniversary that the Apology is not 
complete. It has been acknowledged but not accepted by the 
Indigenous Church, which continues to look to the United  
Church to concretely demonstrate its commitment to a  
nation-to-nation relationship rooted in mutuality and respect. 
 
As the church seeks to truly honour the Indigenous 
Caretakers’ Calls to the Church, it would do well to remember 
Alberta’s faith and commitment to the Indigenous ways in  
which she was raised and lived, as well as to the church  
which she believed could always do better. 
 
An interview featuring Alberta Billy at the 30th Anniversary of  
the Apology can be viewed on the United Church YouTube 
channel. 

 

https://united-church.ca/community-and-faith/being-community/indigenous-ministries/calls-church
https://youtu.be/brQjxEg-p1A

