
 
FIRST UNITED CHURCH 

Swift Current, SK 

Sunday, April 3, 2022  
 

5th Sunday of Lent 
 

Leading Worship:  Rev. Annette Taylor 

Music Director: James McLauchlan 

Reader: Diane Sarson 

 
GATHERING 

 

Moment for Reflection   
I beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you 

have been called, with humility and gentleness, with 

patience, bearing with one another in love, making every 

effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 

peace.    (Ephesians 4:1b-3) 

   

Welcome & Land Acknowledgement 

 

Announcements 

   

Lighting Our Candles 

   

Gathering Hymn:   MV #17  God in the Darkness     
              (verses 2 & 3) (please remain seated)  

Call to Worship   
ONE:  Lent is a time of  

  repentance and reconciliation, 

  risk and renewal. 

ALL: a time to face all that which  

  hems us in and holds us back. 

ALL: We gather to name the despair  

  around us and within us: 

ALL: the injustice that silences us; 

  the pain that drains us of hope. 

ONE: We gather to claim God’s liberating love 

  in the face of all the despair we know. 

ALL: Come let us celebrate God’s presence. 
Adapted from: Celebrate God’s Presence, page 149. 

 

Worship Schedule 
 

Apr 10 Palm/Passion Sunday - Rev. Annette Taylor 

   (with communion) 

 

Apr 15 Good Friday Service - Rev. Annette Taylor 

 

Apr 17 Easter Sunday Service - Rev. Annette Taylor 

 

Apr 24 Creation Sunday - Linda Stumpf 
  ________________________________________ 

 
 

Acting Together for Ukraine 
 

 
Your support  
is helping to provide 
shelter, clean water, 
food, and  
medical attention. 
 
 

 

We are stronger together, and what affects one of us affects all 
of us. These two truths have become even more apparent as 
the invasion of Ukraine continues to cost precious lives and 
rapidly create a humanitarian crisis. The United Nations reports 
that millions of people living in the Ukraine, displaced from 
their homes, are seeking refuge in neighbouring countries. 
Many have lost friends, loved ones, and property; struggle to 
meet their basic needs; and face an uncertain future. 
 
In the face of this growing crisis, communities of faith around 
the world are taking action to offer support. 
 
(continued on back of bulletin) 
 
Photo Credit: Hungarian Interchurch Aid/ACT Alliance  

 



 

Opening Hymn:  VU #410   This Day God Gives Me 

  (verses 1,2 & 3)   (please stand as you are able) 

 

Opening Prayer 

 Holy Mystery, 

 Ground of our Being,  

 soften our hearts and 

  open our ears 

 that we might heed  

  your call. 

 Stir us to vision  

  and action, 

 that we might extend  

  your love 

 wherever there is need 

  for hope or healing. Amen. 
 Adapted from: Celebrate God’s Presence, page 152. 

. 

The Lord’s Prayer (the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples) 
 

 

WORD 

 

Community Learning Time:     - Melanie Davis (on video) 

 

Hymn:  MV #179   Sisters Let Us Walk Together   

           (please remain seated)  

 

Scripture:  Philippians 2:1-5   

  Galatians 3:28-29  (The Inclusive Bible) 

ONE:  We read this text so that in it 

      we may find wisdom for life. 

ALL:  May we be open to the Wisdom  

     we understand and hear. 

 

Reflection:   West Side Story 

 

Choral Offering:  Forgive, Forgive Us, Holy God  

               ‒ Words by Shirley Erena Murray 

         Music by Ron Klusmeier  
       

 

 

RESPONSE 

 

Minute for Mission:  Acting Together for Ukraine 

 

Offering Invitation 

 

Prayer of Dedication 

 Holy Mystery,  

receive all that we offer, 

that we, and these gifts, 

may be signs of hope in your world. 

Turn our service to your purpose, 

for the sake of the world you love. Amen. 
Adapted from: Louise Mangan, Worship for All Seasons II, page 111.

  

Prayers of the People 
  

Closing Hymn:  VU #678  For the Healing of the Nations 

           (please stand as you are able) 

  

Commissioning & Benediction 
  

Choral Closing:  MV #214  May God’s Sheltering Wings 

____________________________ 

 

 

Readings for April 10, 2022    

 Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

 Isaiah 50:4-9a 

 Philippians 2:5-11 

 Luke 19:28-40 

 Luke 22: (1-13) 14-53 

  

Prayer Cycles   

 Ministerial 

  Restoration House 

 Living Skies Regional Council 

  Canora: St. Andrew’s 

  Carnduff, Carrot River  

  Colonsay, Craik 

 



 

(Acting Together for Ukraine - continued from previous page) 
Spanning 127 countries, the Action by Churches Together (ACT) 
Alliance is the world’s largest network of Protestant and Orthodox 
churches and agencies, including the United Church. Your 
generosity through Mission & Service has long supported ACT’s 
humanitarian relief and advocacy efforts. Right now, your ongoing 
support through Mission & Service as well as special emergency 
gifts are helping to provide shelter, clean water, food, and 
medical attention. What’s more, the impacts of war in Ukraine are 
affecting food security for regions that depend on its agricultural 
production, including in some areas where global partners are 
responding. 
 
The New Humanitarian news site reports that Yemen imports half 
of its wheat from Ukraine and Russia, 22 percent of corn imported 
to Spain comes from Ukraine, and Lebanon relies on Ukraine for 
up to 60 percent of its wheat and has only about a month’s worth 
of reserves.  “Conflict is one of the main reasons that hunger is 
rising in the world, and Ukraine represents a stark example of 
how that happens,” states Musu Taylor-Lewis, Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank director of resources and public engagement, in 
an interview. 
 
United Church Moderator Richard Bott condemned the invasion 
in a statement released in early March stating that the act of 
aggression contravenes the Charter of the United Nations (UN) 
and represents a serious violation of international law. “We call 
on all parties to immediately cease hostilities and to undertake 
action to restore peace,” he writes, urging the church to hold the 
people of Ukraine in prayer and “explore whether there is a 
Ukrainian Catholic church, Ukrainian Orthodox church, or 
Ukrainian community centre close to you to whom you might 
write a letter of concern and solidarity or extend solidarity to 
people of Ukrainian descent in your community.”  Thank you for 
all the ways you express compassion and care and for faithfully 
supporting Mission & Service.   
  
 

https://united-church.ca/social-action/act-now/ukraine-crisis
https://united-church.ca/social-action/act-now/ukraine-crisis
https://united-church.ca/news/statement-peace-ukraine
https://united-church.ca/prayers/sunflowers-ukraine-praying-miracle
https://united-church.ca/news/concern-ukrainian-communities

