
 
FIRST UNITED CHURCH 

Swift Current, SK 

Sunday, April 24, 2022  
 

Earth Sunday 
 

Leading Worship:  Linda Stumpf 

Music Director: James McLauchlan 

Reader: Maxine Olmsted 

 

Moment for Reflection 

The Earth does not belong to us; we belong to the Earth.  

Humankind did not weave the web of life, we are merely a 

strand in it.  Whatever humankind does to the web, we do to 

ourselves.  All things are connected like the blood that unites 

one family.  All things are connected. 

Adapted from Sealth (Chief Seattle) 1854   

 

Welcome & Land Acknowledgement 

 

Announcements 

   

Lighting Our Candles 

 

Gathering Hymn:  VU #412  This is the Day    
      (verse 1 sung twice) (please remain seated)  

 

Call to Worship   
ONE:   In this time of worship let the colours of God’s love 

  come alive for us. The blue of the lakes and seas 

  refreshing us. The brown of the earth grounding us.  

  The orange of a blazing sunrise uplifting us. 

ALL: In worship we affirm God’s nurturing love. 

ONE: The pink of a gentle sunset comforting us. The green 

  of trees and forests sheltering us. The black of night 

  bringing peace and rest.   

ALL:     In worship we proclaim God’s empowering,   

        caring love, a love that calls us to care for all of 

        creation. 
Adapted from Gill Lefevre, Walton Memorial U.C. Oakville,  ON 

 Gathering Lent/Easter 2022 p. 51. 

 

Worship Schedule 
  

May 1 Camping Sunday - Outreach Committee  

     Dave & Kat Fletcher 

 

May 8 Easter 4 – Mother’s Day - Rev. Annette Taylor 

 

May 15 Easter 5 – “CODA” - Rev. Annette Taylor 

(Communion) 

 

May 22 Easter 6 – Mental Health - Rev. Annette Taylor 

                        Sunday  

 
  ________________________________________ 

 
 

Responding to Pope Francis 

 

In a public audience  
on April 1,  
Pope Francis spoke to the  
First Nation, Inuit, and Métis 
delegates who had  
travelled to Rome.  
 
 

Time and care must be taken as we reflect on what was shared. 
As part of our commitment to the 94 Calls to Action of the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission of Canada, the UN Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and the Caretakers’ Calls to the 
Church, The United Church of Canada is seeking the wisdom of 
the Elders’ Council and National Indigenous Council as to how we 
might respond. 
The church is invited to pray with the Moderator for the delegates 
who travelled to Rome.  

 
[Photo credit: Jennifer Henry/The United Church of Canada] 

 

https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=88d5de2f1a&e=83e175b76e
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=03880015e9&e=83e175b76e
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=03880015e9&e=83e175b76e
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=91582e7dbb&e=83e175b76e
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=91582e7dbb&e=83e175b76e
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=ec0845132e&e=83e175b76e
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=33151a2dc0&e=83e175b76e


 

Opening Hymn:  VU #296  This Is God’s Wondrous World 

(please stand as you are able) 

 

Opening Prayer 

Today we have gathered and when we look upon the faces 

around us we see that the cycles of life continue.  We have been 

given the duty to live in balance and harmony with each other 

and all living things.  So now let us bring our minds together as 

one as we give greetings and thanks to each other as People. 

Now our minds are one. 

We are thankful to our Mother the Earth, for she gives us 

everything we need for life.  She supports our feet as we walk 

about upon her.  It gives us joy that she still continues to care 

for us, just as she has from the beginning of time.  To our 

Mother, we send thanksgiving, love, and respect.   

Now our minds are one. 

We now turn our thoughts to the Creator, and send greetings 

and thanks for all the gifts of creation.  Everything we need to 

live a good life is here on Mother Earth.  For all the love that is 

still around us, we gather our minds together as one and send 

our choicest words of greetings and thanks to the Creator. 

Now our minds are one. 
From The Thanksgiving Address of the Onondaga people-version of 

John Stokes and Kanawahientun, 1993, found in Braiding Sweetgrass 

by Robin Wall Kimmerer p. 107ff 
 

The Lord’s Prayer (the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples) 

 

WORD 

 

Community Learning Time:     - Melanie Davis (on video) 

 

Hymn:   MV #37  Each Blade of Grass 

                 (please remain seated)  

 

Scripture:    Genesis 1:1-31  (The Inclusive Bible) 

ONE:  We read this text so that in it 

      we may find wisdom for life. 

ALL:  May we be open to the Wisdom  

     we understand and hear. 

 

 

Reflection:   Earth Day   

 

Choral Offering:  Mother Earth, Our Mother Birthing 

- Words by Norman Habel  

    Music by Jean Stevens Strathdee 

 

RESPONSE 
 

Minute for Mission:  Nourishing Bodies and Hearts:  

    Ashrafi’s Story (on video) 

 

Offering Invitation 

 

Prayer of Dedication 

 Holy Mystery,  

May our gifts, given gratefully, 

be brought to life through the power  

of your creative spirit. 

Multiply and use them to bring 

the word and the touch of Jesus 

to your people in this place 

and throughout the world. Amen. 
Adapted from: Robert Murdock, Gathering L/E 2022, page 49.  
 

Prayers of the People 

 

Closing Hymn:  VU #307  Touch the Earth Lightly 

 

Commissioning & Benediction 
  

Choral Closing:  VU #974  Amen! Amen! Hallelujah! Amen! 

____________________________ 

   

Readings for May 1, 2022 (Camping Sunday) 

Luke 2:41-52 

 

Prayer Cycles   

 Ministerial 

  St. Stephen’s Anglican Church 

 Living Skies Regional Council   
   Colleston, Steep Creek 

   Cut Knife 



 

 

My Daily Discoverment: 40 Days of 

Vocational Discernment for Young Adults 

 

 

  

My Daily Discoverment, edited by Andrew Hyde, is a 
resource in the Christian tradition for young adults  
who want to explore vocational discernment.  
Utilizing 40 daily reflections, reflection prompts with  
space to journal, and additional commentary from  
diverse contributors, this resource equips readers  
to engage questions of calling, purpose, and  
decision-making. 
 
Although directed at young adults, My Daily  
Discoverment will inspire readers of all ages to refocus, 
reimagine, and renew their lives. The dedicated  
Instagram account is also full of helpful tips and  
reflective content—take a look! 

https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=4a30910065&e=83e175b76e
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=5f5ec0dfd6&e=83e175b76e
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=75873e88c8&e=83e175b76e

