
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH 

Swift Current, SK 

Sunday, March 22, 2020 
 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 

 (online service) 
 

Leading Worship: Rev. Annette Taylor 

Pianist: Mary Anderson  

Music Leadership: James McLauchlan & Marie Andrews 
 

 

GATHERING 

 

Moment for Reflection  
   “And when the night is cloudy, 

 there is still a light that shines on me, 

 shine on until tomorrow, let it be. 

   - Paul McCartney 
 
 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Lighting the Christ Candle   

 

Centering Hymn:   MV #7 Gather Us In    
              

Call to Worship    

 I invite you now, each in your space, 

 to take a moment and centre yourself deeply 

 in the love of the Holy Mystery. 

  (Some people like to plant their feet firmly on the ground; 

  others like to open their hands. 

  Find the position that is best for you.) 

 Breathe into your core the life-giving Spirit of God; 

 breathe out cares and anxieties; 

 breathe in goodness and truth; 

 breathe out fearfulness and worry. 

  (pause) 

 Come, and let us celebrate God’s presence. 
 Adapted from: Bob Root, Gathering  Lent/Easter 2020, page 30. 

 

 

 

Worship Schedule 
All services will be online until further notice 

 

Mar 29 Lent Five – 1917 - Rev. Annette Taylor 

          - with communion 

Apr 5 Palm Sunday - Rev. Annette Taylor  

 

Apr 10 Good Friday - Rev. Annette Taylor 

 

Apr 12 Easter Sunday - Rev. Annette Taylor 
________________________________________ 

  
 

Lectionary Readings for March 29,  2020 
 Ezekiel 37:1-14 

 Psalm 130 (VU pp. 852-853) 

 Romans 8:6-11 

 John 11:1-45 

 

UCC Moderator – God is With Us 
  

We are with each 
other even when  
we aren’t able to  
be together.  
We are not alone. 
 
 

 The Right Rev. Dr. Richard Bott   Published on: March 13, 2020 
 

 Grace and peace to you, in the love of the Creator, the peace of 
Christ, and the communion of the Holy Spirit. I am writing to you 
on the evening following the announcement by the World Health 
Organization that the novel coronavirus COVID-19 has reached a 
pandemic state. Here in Canada, while the number of presumptive 
and confirmed cases remains low, Canadians are being asked to 
prepare for an increase in the number of people affected by the 
virus. (continued on back)   



  

Opening Hymn:   VU #410  This Day God Gives Me   

  

Opening Prayer     

 God of courage and determination, 

  strengthen us when we falter. 

 May we hear today your proclamation of hope. 

 God of comfort and compassion, 

  sustain us in times of trial. 

 May we know today your gift of peace. 

 God of loyalty and faithfulness 

   help us to follow your path. 

 May our hearts be filled today  

  with your inspiring love. 
 Adapted from: Gill Le Fevre, Gathering  Lent/Easter 2020, page 33. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples) 

 

 

WORD 

 

Hymn:   MV #92  Like a Rock   (sung three times  – with actions!)     

      

Community Learning Time        - Melanie Davis 

 

Hymn:   MV #92  Like a Rock   (once more) 

  

Scripture:   Psalm 23   

  

ONE: We read this text so that in it we may find wisdom for life. 

ALL: May we be open to the Wisdom we understand and hear. 

 

Reflection:   Social Distance 

 

Choral Offering:     Let it Be         

     -  Paul McCartney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESPONSE 

 

Minute for Mission:  Camino de Emaus  

   

Offering Invitation 

 

Offertory Hymn:  VU #697  O for a World  (verses 2 & 5) 

    

Prayer of Dedication   

Holy Mystery, 

bless and transform all that we offer: 

 our faltering steps,  

 our brokenness, 

 our hope, our risking, our faith, 

  so that your love may be 

   written on our hearts 

  and our offerings used  

   for your work in the world. 

Amen. 
Adapted from:  Celebrate God’s Presence,  page 157. 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

Closing Hymn:   VU #675  Will Your Anchor Hold 
    

Commissioning & Benediction 

 

Choral Closing:   Celtic Blessing 

    Traditional, transcribed by Pete Seeger,  

    Choral Arrangement by James McLauchlan 

  

_____________________________________ 

 

  

“Do what you can, 

   with what you have, 

    where you are.” 

   - Theodore Roosevelt 

      
 
 



(continued from previous page) 
There are many more people who are far better equipped than I am 
to talk about how the virus can affect our health. I have been deeply 
thankful for the calm and clear explanations and directives by 
Canada’s public health services, local, provincial, and federal. I hope 
that individuals will turn to these medical leaders, who are well 
prepared to lead us through this time. 
 
The General Council Office is sharing resources with communities of 
faith and regions to help them in their planning about how to respond 
to this health situation... it is my hope that our communities of faith 
will continue to help people to love God with all they are, to love their 
neighbour, and to love themselves by helping each other, and the 
wider community, to the best of our abilities. 
 
Scripture talks a lot about fear—often in the form of “Don’t be 
afraid!” I know that can be hard to do, but I think there is an 
important call to us as people of God and followers of Jesus.  In those 
moments when fear gets huge, we have the opportunity to love even 
more and, in that love, to help one another. 
 
As we build in “social distance,” where people aren’t able to spend 
time in each other’s presence in the ways we’re used to, it becomes 
even more important to reach out in creative ways—by telephone 
and video-chat, for example… At times like this, people turn to the 
church for comfort, and we can still offer strong and reassuring 
pastoral care online and through telephone and text. 
 
God is with us in this, and we are with each other—even when we 
aren’t able to be together. We are not alone. 
Christ’s peace is with you. 
 
The Right Rev. Richard Bott 
Moderator, The United Church of Canada 
 

Read Complete Letter 
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