
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH 

Swift Current, SK 

Sunday, February 9, 2020 
 

5th Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Leading Worship: Rev. Annette Taylor 

Reader: Nicole Rewerts 

Pianist: Mary Anderson     Organist: Patti McCleary 
  
 

GATHERING 

 

Moment for Reflection  

 Burning in us is the light of the stars. 

Their story and strength: they are ours! 

Dawn rises to smile in us each day: 

giving us hope along our way 

to be the light.   

  – Christopher New 
  

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Sharing of Peace/Prelude 

 

Lighting the Christ Candle   

 

Centering Hymn:  MV #17  God in the Darkness  (verses 1 & 3) 

    (please remain seated) 

 

Call to Worship    

ONE:  We have been called the salt of the earth. 

ALL: Let us remain distinctive and salty. 

ONE:  We have been called the light of the world 

ALL:  Let us shine brightly in the midst of pain & confusion. 

ONE:  We have been called builders of God’s kingdom. 

ALL: Let us build it with compassion and humility. 

ONE:  We have been called the children of God. 

ALL: Let us give thanks and praise 

   Let us celebrate the presence of God. 
Adapted from: Celebrate God’s Presence,  page 21. 

 

 

Worship Schedule 
    

Feb 16 Holy Manners - Rev. Annette Taylor 

 

Feb 23 Transfiguration  - Rev. Annette Taylor 

 

Mar 1 Lent One – Parasite - Rev. Annette Taylor 

      - Potluck & AGM 

Mar 8 Lent Two – JoJo Rabbit - Rev. Annette Taylor 

 
________________________________________ 

  
 

Faithfully Yours -  A New Lenten Devotional 
 

The Bible is a large collection 
of letters inspired by love  
and shared by the Faithful.  
 
 
This year's United Church Lenten 
devotional, Faithfully Yours: Letters for 
the Wondering, features: daily scripture, 

reflections, hymn suggestions, personal questions, and prayers for 
individual devotions or group study by a wide variety of United 
Church contributors. It also includes a helpful study guide. Lent begins 
Wednesday, February 26.  Order your copies today!    
 
Lenten Study Webinar:  March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30, and April 6.  2pm  
Are you aching for a community of friends to walk through Lent with 
this year? Then look no further than these six weekly webinars that 
will give you a chance to connect with others walking the same 
journey. This year's Lenten devotional full of letters and reflections to 
help us cherish the complex stories of the Bible. Webinar participants 
will also receive 20% off the price of the book! Find out more and 
register. 
 
[Credit: The United Church of Canada] 
 

https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=96beda8079&e=110e00f37e
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=96beda8079&e=110e00f37e
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=d8e9b8e515&e=110e00f37e
https://united-in-learning.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=a2bf37a272&e=110e00f37e
https://united-in-learning.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=cb51b9aa35&e=110e00f37e
https://united-in-learning.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=cb51b9aa35&e=110e00f37e
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=ab2d837dca&e=110e00f37e


 

Opening Hymn:   VU #232  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You   

                                      (please stand as you are able) 

 

Opening Prayer  

Holy Mystery, Ground of our Being 

 we gather to experience your radiant love 

As we sing and pray and listen 

 may we hear your call to be salt & light. 

As we open ourselves to your healing presence  

 may we find the courage  

 to put our light on a stand for all to see. 

As we reflect on your word 

may we respond with justice and compassion. 
Written by Annette Taylor. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer – VU page 916 A Paraphrase 

 

 

WORD 

 

Hymn:   VU #585  Jesus Bids Us Shine  (verses 1 to 3)   

             (please remain seated) 

 

Community Learning Time        - Melanie Davis 

 

Hymn:   VU #585  Jesus Bids Us Shine  (verse 1 again)   

             (please remain seated) 

    

Scripture:   Matthew 5:13-20 

 

ONE: We read this text so that in it we may find wisdom for life. 

ALL: May we be open to the Wisdom we understand and hear. 

 

Reflection:   Salt & Light 

 

Choral Offering:     Be the Light     

         - Christopher New 

 

 

 

 

 

RESPONSE 

 

Minute for Mission:  What is Camp? 

 

Offering 

 

Offertory Hymn:  VU #539  God of All Good (verse 1) 

                                     (please stand as you are able) 

   

Prayer of Dedication   

We bring our gifts to you,  

 not for us, but for your work in the world. 

Bless them, we pray, 

 that they may transform the world, and 

 that they may transform us 

 as we seek to be salt and light.   

Amen. 
Adapted from:  Gord Dunbar, Gathering A/C/E 2018-2019, page 34. 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

Closing Hymn:   MV #209  Go, Make a Diff’rence       

               (please stand as you are able)  

  

Commissioning & Benediction 

 

Choral Closing:   MV #220  Hope Shines as the Solitary Star     

   

Postlude 

____________________________________ 

  

 

 

Lectionary Readings for February 16, 2020 

 Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

 Psalm 119:1-8 (VU p.838 Part One) 

 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 

 Matthew 5:21-37 

 
 
 



 

Statement on the 75th Anniversary  
of the Liberation of Auschwitz 
 

The mindset that 
fuelled the 
Holocaust—  
excessive nationalism, 
religious bigotry,                  
xenophobia— 
is still with us. 

 

January 27, 2020 was the 75th anniversary of the 
liberation of the Auschwitz concentration camp, and as  
the year proceeds we will observe the 75th anniversary  
of the liberation of other concentration or death camps.  
Auschwitz was but one of a number of such places of 
unspeakable inhumanity and horror.   However,  
Auschwitz’s size and the fact that over one million Jews,  
not to mention tens of thousands of other people, were  
killed there during World War II has made it the symbol  
of the Nazi effort to exterminate all Jewish people.  
This 75th anniversary is a time to remember: 

• those who died because of their religion, ethnicity, 
political views, or sexual orientation in Auschwitz and 
other places like it; 

• the lifetime suffering of those prisoners who survived; 

• the haunted memories of those who liberated Auschwitz 
and the other concentration camps and saw things 
beyond their imagining. 

Read More 

  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.united-church.ca/news/statement-75th-anniversary-liberation-auschwitz?utm_source=United+Church+Website+Subscribers&utm_campaign=ba5682a33b-U-C_News_EMAIL&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_425d9dcc60-ba5682a33b-188410841&mc_cid=ba5682a33b&mc_eid=110e00f37e

