
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH 

Swift Current, SK 

Sunday, January 5, 2020 
 

Epiphany 
 

Leading Worship: Rev. Annette Taylor 

Reader: Norma Hain 

Pianist: Mary Anderson 

 

  
 

GATHERING 

 

Moment for Reflection:  

   

 Departure – a poem by Jan L. Richardson 

 See the back of the bulletin  

 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Sharing of Peace/Prelude 

 

Lighting the Christ Candle   

 

Centering Hymn: VU #71  Twas in the Moon of Wintertime (vs. 1) 

    (please remain seated) 

 

Call to Worship    

 ONE: The Christmas season is nearly over. 

 ALL: We come to sing the familiar carols. 

 ONE: The Christmas season is nearly over. 

 ALL: We come to hear the Magi’s story. 

 ONE: The Christmas season is nearly over. 

 ALL: We come to pray for the dawning of a New Year. 

 ONE: The Christmas season is nearly over. 

 ALL: We come seeking the radiance of the star.   

 ONE: Your light has come!  

   Let us celebrate God’s presence! 
 Written by: Annette Taylor 

 

 

Worship Schedule 
    

Jan 12 Baptism of Jesus - Rev. Annette Taylor 

          - with infant baptism 

Jan 19 Come & Follow  - Rev. Annette Taylor 

          - potluck lunch 

Jan 26 Repent - Rev. Annette Taylor     

          - with communion 

Feb 2 Blessed - Rev. Annette Taylor  
________________________________________ 

  

 

 

UN Climate Negotiations Fall Short 

 

The overall message from the 
Madrid summit is clear: 
governments need to enact 
more ambitious emission 
reduction targets. 

 

 

Two weeks of intense negotiations at the United Nations Climate 
Conference (COP25) in Madrid came to a close on December 15, 
2019. The summit went into overtime as rich countries adamantly 
refused to give in to the demands from countries of the global 
south for urgent action to address climate losses, commit to 
additional finances, and enact more ambitious emission reduction 
targets.         

 Read More  

https://www.united-church.ca/news/2019-un-climate-negotiations-fall-short?utm_source=United+Church+Website+Subscribers&utm_campaign=d0dd7df523-U-C_News_EMAIL&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_425d9dcc60-d0dd7df523-188410841&mc_cid=d0dd7df523&mc_eid=110e00f37e


 

Opening Hymn:   VU #36   Angels, from the Realms of Glory   

                    (please stand as you are able) 

 

Opening Prayer  

O God of angel song, shepherd surprise, 

stable warmth, and birthing cry: 

 dawn in our darkness, 

 sing through our silence 

 surprise us with wonder and awe. 

Be with us even as this holy season comes to an end. 

Ready our hearts for your Epiphany. 
Adapted from : Celebrate God’s Presence, page 112 

 

The Lord’s Prayer – VU page 916 A Paraphrase 

 

 

WORD 

 

Hymn:   VU #91   The First Nowell  (verses 1, 2 & 3) 

    (please remain seated) 

  

Community Learning Time     - Melanie Davis 

      

Hymn:   VU #91  The First Nowell  (verses 4 & 5) 

   (please remain seated) 

    

Scripture:   Isaiah 60:1-6  

 Matthew 2:1-12 

 

ONE: We read these texts so that in them we may find wisdom for life. 

ALL: May we be open to the Wisdom we understand and hear. 

 

Reflection:   Radiant Darkness   

 

Hymn:  VU #96  Will You Come and See the Light 

   (please remain seated) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESPONSE 

 

Minute for Mission:  Healthy Babies in Gaza 

 

Offering 

 

Offertory Hymn   (tune: Cradle Song) 

               (please stand as you are able) 

 O Christmas has come now the baby is here 

 He lies in a manger, the Saviour most dear. 

 To you, child of Mary, our gifts now we bring 

 We lay them before you while praises we sing. 
 From: Gord Waldie, Gathering Advent/Christmas/Epiphany 2009.  

                          

Prayer of Dedication   

O God, we offer our gifts 

 not for us, but for your work in the world. 

Bless them, we pray, 

 that they may transform the world, and 

 that they may transform us 

 as we seek to follow your light in the darkness.   

Amen. 
Adapted from: Gord Dunbar, Gathering A/C/E 2018-2019, page 34. 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

Closing Hymn:   VU #82  A Light is Gleaming  

            (please stand as you are able)  

  

Commissioning & Benediction 

 

Choral Closing:   MV #220  Hope Shines as the Solitary Star     

   

Postlude 

____________________________________ 

  

Lectionary Readings for January 12, 2019  

 Isaiah 42 :1-9 

 Psalm 29 (VU p. 756) 

 Acts 10:34-43 

 Matthew 3:13-17 



 

Departure 

 

Night has fallen again: 

the star gone, 

the shepherds departed 

the angelic voices stilled, 

the wise men going home  

some other way. 

 

The birthing stains on the ground 

will soon be covered over 

by the traffic of other travelers. 

 

But on the wall of the cave 

a bloodied print 

the size of the hand of a man 

who listened to dreams 

and would not leave her, 

 

and the animals  quiet again 

but with a knowing look 

in their eyes, 

 

and all around 

all around 

a radiant darkness. 

 

From In Wisdom’s Path: Discovering the Sacred in Every Season.  

Copyright Jan L. Richardson. 

  


