
 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH 

Swift Current, SK 

Sunday, February 2, 2020 
 

4
th

 Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Leading Worship: Rev. Annette Taylor 

Reader: Sharon Veer 

Pianist: Mary Anderson     Organist: Patti McCleary 
  
 

GATHERING 

 

Moment for Reflection  
Brendan Freeman, a Trappist monk from Iowa, says that the 

Beatitudes "draw our hearts out of themselves into a new way of 

understanding our lives . . . they are deliberately incomplete.  

They await the inclusion of our lives. Each person fills in the blank 

space with the details of his or her own life situation."  -  
  
 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Sharing of Peace/Prelude 

 

Lighting the Christ Candle   

 

Centering Hymn:  MV #17  God in the Darkness  (verses 1 & 3) 

    (please remain seated) 

Call to Worship    

ONE:  We come and listen for Jesus’ surprising words. 

ALL: Not the world’s wisdom, but God’s. 

ONE:  We come and feel sorrow for the sorrow of the world 

ALL:  God strengthens us through our tears. 

ONE:  We come and through humility admit our failures. 

ALL: God plants seeds of hope in the ashes. 

ONE:  We come to be made hungry for justice. 

ALL: God gives us food that lasts. 

ONE:  We come to practice what we preach. 

ALL: God offers us joy and supports us  

 in standing firm for truth, even when it costs. 

ONE: Let us celebrate the presence of God! 
Adapted from: https://www.ucc.org/epiphany_4_february_2 

 

Worship Schedule 
    

Feb 9 Salt & Light - Rev. Annette Taylor 

 

Feb 16 Holy Manners - Rev. Annette Taylor 

 

Feb 23 Transfiguration  - Rev. Annette Taylor 

 

Mar 1 Lent One – Parasite - Rev. Annette Taylor 

      - Potluck & AGM 
________________________________________ 

  
 

Coronavirus: United Church Response 

 

The United Church of 
Canada is concerned  
for all those affected  
by the outbreak  
of the coronavirus 
spreading in China  
and globally. 
 

 

United Church Mission & Service partner the Amity Foundation  
has requested emergency medical supplies (medical masks, goggles, 
and gowns) for use by medical first responders and communities in 
Wuhan. As part of a North American ecumenical response, the  
United Church is collaborating with the American Baptist 
International Ministries, which is coordinating the provision  
of these supplies to address the crisis. 
 
Please pray for the sick and those who have lost their lives, 
as well as the families, caregivers, medical responders, and 
communities affected by this outbreak around the world. 
 
[Credit: Amity Foundation] 
 

https://www.ucc.org/epiphany_4_february_2
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=7c173154b3&e=110e00f37e
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=7c173154b3&e=110e00f37e
https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=f6e1523eb9&e=110e00f37e


 

 

Opening Hymn:   MV #12   Come Touch Our Hearts   

                                  (please stand as you are able) 

 

Opening Prayer  

Holy Mystery, Ground of our Being 

 we gather to experience your radiant love 

As we sing and pray and listen 

 may we experience your many blessings. 

As we open ourselves to your healing presence  

 may we find the courage  

 to accept our own brokenness and vulnerability. 

As we reflect on your word 

 may we respond with acts of peace and justice. 
Written by Annette Taylor. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer – VU page 916 A Paraphrase 

 

 

WORD 

 

Hymn:   MV #112  Amen, Amen, It Shall Be So  (verses 1 to 6)   

             (please remain seated) 

 

Community Learning Time        - Melanie Davis 

 

Hymn:   MV #112  Amen, Amen, It Shall Be So  (verses 7 to 8)   

             (please remain seated) 

    

Scripture:   Matthew 5:1-12 

 

ONE: We read this text so that in it we may find wisdom for life. 

ALL: May we be open to the Wisdom we understand and hear. 

 

Reflection:   Blessed 

 

Choral Offering:     Blest are They   (VU p. 896) 

          

 

 

 

 

 

RESPONSE 

 

Minute for Mission:  Celebrating Black History Month 

 

Offering 

 

Offertory Hymn:  VU #539  God of All Good (verse 1) 

                                          (please stand as you are able) 

   

Prayer of Dedication   

We bring our gifts to you,  

 not for us, but for your work in the world. 

Bless them, we pray, 

 that they may transform the world, and 

 that they may transform us 

 as we seek to follow Jesus’ teaching.   

Amen. 
Adapted from:  Gord Dunbar, Gathering A/C/E 2018-2019, page 34. 

 

Prayers of the People 

 

Closing Hymn:   How Then Shall I Live       
  - Linnea Good   (please stand as you are able)  

  

Commissioning & Benediction 

 

Choral Closing:   MV #220  Hope Shines as the Solitary Star     

   

Postlude 

____________________________________ 

  

 

 

Lectionary Readings for February 9, 2020 

 Isaiah 58:1-9a, (9b-12) 

 Psalm 112 :1-9. (10) (VU p.834) 

 1 Corinthians 2 :1-12, (13-16) 

 Matthew 5:13-20 

 
 



 

 

2019 Another Great Year for  
The Healing Fund 

 

 
The Healing Fund  
supports Indigenous  
language and  
culture programs 
 

 

Established in 1994, The Healing Fund reviews projects 
submitted by Indigenous communities and organizations  
for the purpose of healing from the painful legacy of  
Indian Residential Schools.  

In 2019, The Healing Fund provided more than $300,000 to 
support Indigenous communities in this work.   The council 
reviewed 22 proposals, expecting to be able to fund 10.  
Due to the generosity of those donating to the fund, The  
Healing Fund Council was able to fund 2 more applications  
than usual, bringing the total number funded to 12. 

Read More  
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.united-church.ca/news/2019-another-great-year-healing-fund?utm_source=United+Church+Website+Subscribers&utm_campaign=0b23d0cab0-U-C_News_EMAIL&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_425d9dcc60-0b23d0cab0-188410841&mc_cid=0b23d0cab0&mc_eid=110e00f37e

